HAMNEWS e DATES FOR THE DIARY

Hcrc{:ordsl-lirc Action for Mammals Annual Mccting

GUEST SFEAKER: TRACKING THEFOLECAT'S
RECOVERY INBRITAINBY DRJOHNNY BIRKS

(ome along to catch up on the latest Mammal News in [Jerefordshire! This year's meeting will
be held in Ledbury Communitg (Centre on Tuesday 4t November between 8.15 pm and 10.15
pm.

There will be displags, the book box] a quiz] regrcshments] as well as a chance to meet other

members, and find out about how you can become involved in surveys and mammal recorc{ing.

NCW mcmbers arc CSPCCiallﬁ WCICOI’HC

Directions: Lcc”:)ur5 Communitg (Centre is on |_awnside Road, next to the Swimming FPool. From the

main street, turn down the road bg the red tower of the Iibrarg, (Bye Street) almost oPPosite the O]cl
Market [Hall, and take second right into | _awnside Road.

Mammal Recorc]ing in Hcremcorclshire

My thanks to George Cebo and Dave Smith for their very regular recorc{ing efforts for all mammal
specics, Polccats, house mice, moles, bats etc. At HAM’S AGM last November, the Heref:orclshire
Biological Records (entre c{isplayec{ the maps of mammal records for [Jerefordshire and the amazing
number of blank areas with no records for even the commonest species. T he efforts of George and
Dave, who have, so far this year, sent iny7é and 8% records respectively, are therefore most laudable.
Fo”owing the AGM, Clive and ] set ourselves the task of recorcling in the many blank tetrads (Four km
squares> of NW Herefordshire. T!’]is is Proving a tl‘uorougHg interesting Project and certainlg meets with
the aPProval of our Border Collie; a new walk every week!

Be}corc we all meet at the next r‘IAM AGM, P]ease may ] urge all members to 5END ]N YOUR
MAMMAL RECORDS!

Val Jcrmg, Recorder




5ma“ Mammal Survcy Coursc

T he Mammal Societg run a number of courses one of which is a Small Mammal Surveg Techniqucs
course. | o be able to do this we requirc a Maximum of 15 People to sign up forit. [Fwe can generate
cnough interest there is a Possibili’cg we could run the course in [Jerefordshire as oPPoscd to travc”ing to

50merset‘

If anyone is interested Plcasc email [Fiona McLougHin on gionamcloug;h]in@)csmail.net and we can then

look into the oPtions available. Flease note there will be a charge for the course which we will be able to

confirm once we have anidea of numbers.

Fiona McLoughlin

k- - w ot Gl
H QUEEN ELIZABETH HU ITIES COLLEGE

Join us for a great family da§f celebrating the commissioning of our new wind turbine

BROMYARD ECOFEST 2008

! Eco-friendly trade stalls Chain Saw
Live music and dance
& Barbecue
Teas and lunches
Hybrid motors
energy displays and installers

TICKETS AND INFORMATION
ANMNE DAVIES (QEHC) 01885 482230
adavies@queenelizabeth_hereford.sch.uk

www.queenelizabeth _hereford. sch.uk
www._bromyard.info

13 SEPTEMBER 2008

12 - 4.30pm £2 ADULTS, £1 UNDER 163

SPECIAL GUEST “BRITAINS GOT TALENT'S™ KATE AND GIN

E_co{:cst

FIAM is ho]c]ing a stand at the above event on Saturday 1 }th Scptcmbcr. |f anyone would like to come
and hclp at the stand for a couplc of hours, then Pleasc getin touch with Jessica | amerton on

{essicalamerton@yahoo.co.uk. Flease also sPrcad the word about this event or bring along 3ourxcamilg

and SI’IOW some suPPort to the cause of the event.

Jessica | _amerton



mailto:jessicalamerton@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:fionamcloughlin@fsmail.net

B MOUSE NEWS

DORMICE

Tolicensed Dormice 5urve30rs~A Plea for Poo!

A FPhD student is starting a Project to analﬂsc the diet of dormice from their clroppings. T!’ris is to find
out what dormice eat in different habitats. Do they eat more insects? She would like samplcs of
droppings which may be Produced in the bag when checking boxes forthe NIDMF, or may be attached to
torpid dormice. Flease contact cherylmillsuk@yahoo.co.uk orcall 01326 374243 or07962432524 for

sample bags, recorc{fng Forms and stamped sac.

National Dormouse Monitoring Frogrammc 2007 Kcsults
[Here is a brief resume of the Findings, full details are available from FTE_S

¢ Despite May, June and Ju[\lj 2007 being the wettest months on record, it does not appear to
have affected dormice records from the box schemes.

¢ 188 sites around the country are monitored with 4752 dormice recorded, an average of 4.5 animals
Pervisit‘

¢ Wooc{ mice, ge”ow necked mice, bats, common and pPygmy S!’H‘CWS, bank voles blue tits and even a

toad were found in the boxes. (No mention of slugs and woodlice!)
. Babg dormice were found in Maﬂ, which is very earlﬁ.
The heaviest dormouse weighec{ inat?9g (usua] range is 25 — 555}

¢ Two sites, in Kent and E_ssex recorded an average of more than 1 dormouse per box!

T his makes the results of the [Jerefordshire box schemes a little deprﬁssingl At chenswooc{ Countrg
Fark the number of dormice found has declined from 20 to 1 in the last 6 years. Wl’;ﬁ? It could be due to a

number of reasons, but Probably not the weather

Hilary Smith

Dormousc Update Ncws

Dormouse Nest Box Scheme in [Herefordshire
Findings so far this year=

i dormouse at Yoke Wood, Dinmore [Hill

i dormouse in bird box at \Whitmans anrr9

i dormouse in Apri] at deenswood, Dinmore, no new
nests.

6 babies in box at Queenswood, Dﬂmock

Despitc regularlg Finding dormice at this site, none were
to be seen when (Channel 4 came to film! Sensible

animals.

Qucenswood dormouse box checks: 1 7&' Scpt and 1 5&'
Octoberat 9 am. Contact Hflarg smith on

h.smith i @quostoucucicccouL
Dates for Dormouse Box Checks on Garwag il

coming up. GOFORANUT HUNT THIS AUTUMN:

Hilary Smith



mailto:cherylmillsuk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:h.smith1@mypostoffice.co.uk

~Z  PBATNEWS

Brccding Bechstein’s Dats [Tound in [Herefordshire!

Monday 21 July 2008 was an imPortant clag for Herefordshire’s bats as, after much anticiPation, and many bat box
Cl"lCCl(S, a group of bat enthusiasts from Hcre)corclshire and Worccs’ccrshire were able to confirm the presence of
brceding Bechstein’s bats in the county. Old Countrg Wood near Coddington is part of tl‘ucjusthciably famous Old
Countrg ]:arm where wildlife abounds. ]n addition to the Barn was, Badgcrs, Haze] Dormice, Barbaste”es, Noblc
Chafers, Nightinga[cs and gencra[ biodivcrsitg we can now add Pritain’s rarest brecding bat species. UP to twelve

females comP]etc with young were discovered in one of the one hundred strong bat boxes in the wood, where Stcpl‘ucn

Wcst, the chairman of the Worccstcrsl"uirc Bat GrouP, is also the Wooc”ancl Mar\agen

“Having been involved with Bats and bat conservation for over twentﬂ—eight years” said Stcphcn, “this is one bat
species | had never Previous[9 encountered and, as a true ancient woodland bat sPecies, the holg grail of bat
discoveries. ] o find a group, comP]ete with babies, roosting in one of the woodlands with which | am involved, and right

next to my grazing )Corestrg of horse and Dexter cattle, was a tru]g rare and exciting Privilcgc!”

Woodland management P]anncd for this autumn to signhcicant]g thin out the trees in this part of O]cl Cour\tr9 Wood
are now bcing rcaPPraiscd, 5t€Pl"lCﬂ CXP[aincd that no brccding Bechstein’s bats had been seen in Britain in the 150
years Prior to 1998 when a similar co[ong was first discovered in Susscx. A[tl"uough extrcmc]g rare, this bat was once
our common bat sPccics (thouglﬂ admitted]g that was some 1 0,000 years agol), What has changecl since then? We”
Pcrhaps it is the Fe”ing of woods, and the gencra] disconnectedness of our remaining Prime woodland sites. Jtis thought
that good l"ncdgcrow finks allowed to grow tall and tilt over to form corridors; natural streams and wet areas within woocls,
and goocl roosting and Fecding habitats are kcy to the conservation of this rare and very engaging bat species. The bat
box scheme, instigatcd bg the Vincent Wi]c”hcc T rust has been monitored for more than five years and the box clﬂccking
will now be an even more interesting way to sPcncl a clag off work.

Contact Stcplﬁcn on 01684 540145 for more information.

Stcvc Wcst

o

b o= St
Bcc]’rstcin’s bat Long Earcc' Bats Lcsscr Horscsl’voc

et

NBMF Surveys

Tl‘uroughout the summer HAM members have been carrging out Nationa] Bat Monitoring Frogrammc (NBMF)

surveys across the county. Tlﬂis year, we have managcd to count some roosts, which have not been counted for several
years including the Weir Lodgc which had a Peak count of 538; T he higlﬂest for this site. A” records have been sent to
the [Herefordshire Bio[ogica] Records C entre and then on to the Bat (Conservation | rust.

An evening survey of Ast Wood was carried out on 10th August which was attended by 15 members. Pats recorded
in the woods included (Common and SOPrano Fipistre”es, Long [ ared Pats, unidentified Myotis species and sing]e
pass bg one Lesser Horseshoc bat. A\Cirst for Ast Wood. Weather Permitting more evening surveys of woodlands
will be carried out in 5eptember.

Bat box C]'wccks

This year bat boxes will be checked on the fourth Sundag of each month. Starting at AS ] Wood on ZSH1
September‘ T hree or four woods will be checked in rotation.

Dave Smith




r

Y OTTERNEWS

Updatc on Otter road kills

Several more otters have been killed on our roads since | im Barbers report in our SPring Newsletter. As T im
exP[aincd, the [ nvironment Agcncg like to Pick up all dead otters and send them for a post mortem to their Biodiversitﬂ
team in Cardiff.

The boclg can be invaluable as a source of information, not on]g about the health of the individual Ot’ccr Prior to dcat]’w,

but also as an indicator to the health of the ]oca[ otter Popu[ation and of the environment.

What to do iFyou find a dead Oiter.

The Bioclivcrsitg team tell me it’s best to Pl"nonc them direct on Cardhclc 02990 245 168 — office hours (other numbers are
customer services 08708 506506, or the 24-hr: 0800 807060). T he otteris Pickcd up at their cost.

You will need to give the )Co[]owing information: the exact location of the dead otter — road numbcr, P]ace name, grid
reference, if known; time of cliscoverg and time of death, if known; your own name, contact no. and address, and was this a
Iactating female?

DO NOT COMFROM]5E YOUR OWN SAFETY but it may be l"uc]PFu[ to move the bodg off the
carriagewag And at weekends there could be clc[ay inthe & A Picking up. On the on]g hot Saturday this summer we
were able to geta Frcsl‘u]g killed otter into co[dstorc, courtcsy of the local vet, until collected bg the EA during the
Fo”owing week. Photos or a sketch map of the location and notes on the immediate habitat can also be useful to the F A
and may evcntua“g lead the Problcm of black spots bcing addressed. Don’t Forgct to enter the details onto your own

HAM rccording sheet and do call us iFyou need he]P,

Val Jcrmy

- % HEDGEHOG  MOLE. NEWS

ONLINE SURVLEY FORM

HAM has designed anew way of submitting sig}nting forms of Hedgelﬁogs and Mo[es for our records surveys. lt is
quick{, simP]e and easy to fillin, all you need to do'is putin where you saw your mammal, the date and your name. ]Fgou
have further detai[s, then that would be most aPPreciated bg the records office i.e. grid reference etc.. | mgse[F have used
it many times, and found it most efficient iFgou don’t want to do a hard copy form and post it. F[ease follow the below link
and the instructions once you are on the site, it takes a minute or two oFgour time. A[ternative[9 iFyou are happ9 to fill in

a hard copy form and post it in, there is a version of the form attached with the email sent with the newsletter.

www‘{:recwci)s‘conl/hc&gchogsuweq - online survey form. We are Currentlg uPclating the site with moles too.

Witl"l rcgarcls to recording mo]cs, itis Probab]g easiest and
best to record them by arange of mole hills in a field orgardcn,
as it is difficult to determine how many there are in any one

given Place. A]cew mole hills in one Place could Pcrhaps be

Jessica | amerton



http://www.freewebs.com/hedgehogsurvey

~ DADGERNEWS

The Historg of bovine TH

During the 19%0’s dair9 cows were found to be infected with Mycobacterium bovis (responsible for tuberculosis in cattle
and other mammals). Many were kePt near ]arge cities to Providc Peoplc with fresh milk, because most milk was drunk raw

(untreated) milk-borne human M. bovis infection was a major pub[ic health risk.

During this time, over 50,000 cases of human TB were recorded, with an estimation

that 2,500 PcoP[c were c]ging annua”&

To control the Prob!cm in193%5 the Govemmcnt introduced a vo[un’carg TB ’ccs’cing
scheme for catt]c, a tcsting and 5]aughtcr program became compu{sory in 1950 and

Pasteurisation (heat treatment) of milk introduced.

Thc Badgcr

Catt[ey buffalo and bison, are the natural host of M bovisJ but ncarly all warm-blooded animals are susccptiblc to the

infection. Badgers were identified as bcing Potcntia[ contributors to the spreacling of TB to cattlc, and from i 973 to
1998 various forms of badger cu”ing was carried out.

In1998 an Inclcpcndent SCicntiFic GrouP on cattle TB was formed to look in to methods of contro”ing TB A
Randomised baclger cu]]ing trial was introduced, it was conducted in 30 arcas of Eng]and cach areca measuring
aPProximatclg 100km2. T he arcas were sP[it in to three groups, Proactivc cu]]ing (annual cu”ing), reactive cu”ing (cu”ir\g
badgcrs where recent outbreaks of T B in cattle occurred) and a no cull area where badgers were survcgcd, |n the
Proactivc areas the incidence of cattle TB reduced bg 23% and in the reactive areas cattle TB increased by 20% but it
was found thatjust outside both arcas cattle TB increased by 25% due to the detrimental effect on the cco[ogy and
behaviour of the baclger, reactive cu”ing was susPcndccl in November 2003 and Proactive cu”ing in 2005 Fo”owing the
cu”ing of i 0,979 baclgcrs.

Tl‘uc I:ina] chort of the Scicnthcic GrouP concluded that benefits of cu”ing were modest, and only 14 breakdowns were
Prcver\tcd after cu”ing 1,000km2 for five years. And given its higl"u cost and low benefits badgcr cu”ing is not a useful

control of cattle TB

Thc next stcE

O the 7&‘ Julg] 2008 Hi]arﬂ Benn, the Sccre’car9 of State for

E nvironment, Food and Rural Affairs announced that no licence
would be issued to cull badgers mcorTB control and that £20 million
additional {:unc’ing over the next three years will be spent on vaccine

dcvclopmcnt

Who gets the Vaccine

An irjectable badgcr vaccine will be the first with a oral badgcr vaccine to follow this is thouglﬁt to be Mcc]g available from
2010-2014, a cattle vaccine will also be Producecl bg 2015. E_(/l ]cgis]ation current]g Prol"nibits the use of a TB vaccine.

_I—B Statistics e Januarq -31 g Maq 2008 for Here{:or& and Worcester

Number of cattle tested for TP: 155476
Numbcr of cattle slaughterec‘ due to TB | Ar5¥s

Tim Barber




OTHFRNFWS

Water Volc lcgislation change - MAMMAL SOCIETY
From April 6% 2008 AUTUMN SYMPOSIUM 1471 e
e voles ore now Rullyprotecied agai U R 15T NOVEMBER LONDON

intentiona”g or rcck]ess[ﬂ ki[]ed, iijljrccl, or taken from ZOO

the wild. For full details see: ) Mammals A Urban ]:_nvironments
www.natura]eng;[ané.ore;.u‘A/conservation/wi]d]i{‘e—

Iucgou are interested in mamma]s, want to catch up with

t-licensi .
oo SE s pteicensing latest research, meet fellow mammal enthusnasts, and geta

free visit to | ondon Zooitis well worth attcnding this

symPosiumA See Mammal Socicty website for details:

FLEA5! wwwmamma]org{‘uk or ring 02380 2%7874

Dormouse (or bird box) checkers will have come into

intimate contact with fleas. You might now be o
interested in the new[9 pub]ished National FCOPIC & TrUSt FOI" E_nc]angerecl
Distribution Atlas of [Fleas, the result of over 50 SPCCiCS _ (WllC”lFC at home ancl

years work! Available from the Centre for Eco[059 &

abroad)

15 C[oister’s Housc, 8 Battcrsca Fark Road, London
SWs 4B 0207498 4533 www.ptes.org

More Animal Fun Video’s ‘

Click on the below links to see some animal action, you will need soundil!

Hgdrology.

http://uk.qoutube.com/watch?v=igELG qugEfyFeature=r@]ated ~ Babg K oala
|1tt!:>://www.qoutube.com/watch?v=UVY)CaH"AD lc— Baby Hcdgchog

l{: any HAM members wish to contribute articles, stories or P]ﬂotograplﬂs of interest then Plcase do send

them in to the Newsletter team at: hamnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk

HAMCONTACTS

HAM Main F_mail: lﬁcrcucorclmammals@big]coot.com

Co~ordinator—Hilarq Smith Countq Mammal Rccordcr——ValJcrmq Rachc:] Fricc
89 Co”ege Road, Hereford, FHR1 1D (01544) 388500, /email: va]erie]ermq@onete],com email: b]ue[agoon@zoom.co.uk
(01432) 357732/ email: h.smith i @mqpostoFFic.e.c.o.uk Mobile: 07971 584111

Mcmbcrship, Trcasurcr-—l—lclcn }:ranlcs chccca Co“ins Ncwslcttcr ! cam

(01531) 890265,/email: (01989) 750790 0r 07957 566319 Jessica | amerton
humruffin@lineone.net email: enqluiries@cec—lté.org.u‘& [Fiona Mcl_ough]in
Tim Barber

Bat Survey Co~orclinator~—Davc Smith Mike Coleman
(01885) 400310 or 07905 849842 E_mai]: mil(e.co[eman@})igfoot.com Emai]: hamnewsletter@hotmail.com
email: davetreesmith@aol.co.uk Tel: 0i14%2 851186
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